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After an inauspicious start to the morning with 
chilly breeze, grey skies, and the forecast of 
rain later, the Jubilee celebrations defied our 
misgivings and proved to be a resounding success. 
Dominic won the art competition with his picture 
of a very smart guardsman, and his happy face can 
be seen in the photograph, with his mum Marie 
having been awarded a jubilee mug and pencils. 
Well done Dom and keep up the drawing.

At midday, the Parish Hall was opened to display 
an exhibition of life through the 70 years of the 
queen’s reign. Seated in the meeting room on 
our own plush red velvet chairs we could relive 
the coronation, enjoy the pageant unfold and 
amaze at the splendour of the event by watching 
a newly digitised colour DVD of the occasion. 
Moving through into the main hall, the display 
progressed through the queen’s 70-year reign with 
memorabilia from coronation day; history books; 
a social history of events, fashion and music, and 
advances in technology. The ‘pièce de résistance’; 
the recent history of Newton-on-Ouse, was the 
final exhibit. Compiled over many years by Bill 
Cooper, it included a comprehensive collection of 
local memorabilia and news cuttings incorporated 

into several volumes. We are very grateful to his 
family for kindly loaning this unique and precious 
collection of books, and we hope that many of you 
were able to enjoy reading them. 

‘Picnic on the Park’ celebrations on the Playing 
Field proved to be fantastically popular. Soon 
after noon, families and groups of friends and 
neighbours arrived on the field with tables, 
chairs, gazebos, and bulging picnic baskets to set 
up for a fun-filled afternoon which commenced 
with the unveiling of a commemorative poster 
celebrating the acquisition of the field, due in no 
small way to the late Don Bainbridge. Following 
his father’s successful determination to purchase 

a sports facility for the village, Malcolm ‘Happy’ 
Bainbridge has maintained the grounds for many 
years, keeping it in top condition for all of us to 
enjoy and neighbouring football teams to play on. 
A formal retirement gift was presented to him of 
a portable BBQ stove with pizza stone, to enjoy, 
with Julie, on their travels in their new camper 
van. Thank you Happy for all you have done for 
the village. 

Then the picnic began, the music started to play, 
and the children leapt about on the bouncy castle. 
The less energetic purchased tea and cakes from a 
wondrous selection of home baked goodies whilst 
the younger generation beat the adults at tug-
of-war. In all, a fun-packed afternoon until rain 
stopped play at teatime. Thank you to everyone 
who came, and to everyone who made it happen.

Let me begin with people: my warm congratulations 
to Karen Morris, our Clerk to the Parish Council, 
on her richly deserved British Empire Medal; I 
understand that Karen will be attending a Royal 
Garden Party next year, a great opportunity for new 
shoes and a fancy hat. Next, I must welcome two new 
residents to the Parish Council – Andy Tyrell (who 
lives on Bravener) and Olga Matthias (who lives 
on River Walk). The ‘old hands’ on the Council are 
Sue Chadwick (vice chair), Shirley Hames and John 
Jenkinson. Please don’t hesitate to raise concerns or 
suggest ways of improving our village with any of 
our Councillors – that’s what their role is.  
Changing the subject, the ‘green agenda’ is  

increasingly on the Parish Council’s agenda too, and 
we would welcome your thoughts on how to improve 
the biodiversity of the village and ensure our green 
and pleasant environment remains in place for future 
generations to enjoy and appreciate. We may, for 
example, have to be a bit less committed to ‘tidiness’. 
I know several of you left lawns uncut during 
‘mow free May’, and I have visited at least one 
‘rewilded’ back garden, where bees and other insects 
are clearly thriving. Sue Chadwick has proposed a 
range of measures to take the green agenda forward, 
including the purchase of nest boxes for birds, insect 
hotels, and ‘rewilding’ the triangles of land at the 
gates to Beningbrough and Newton Landing, by the 

river. Your views on how to take the green agenda 
forward in the village would be welcome – more tree 
planting? Less grass cutting? Planting wild flowers? 
Over to you. We would love to hear from you, and 
the Parish Council has earmarked a budget for ‘going 
green’. 

Further improvements on the way will hopefully 
include the installation of two more planters (for 
leaning bikes against) by the Cairn on Back Lane, and 
a ‘weed wall’ along the path to Linton, which should 
help to keep this section of path clear. My thanks to 
Sue again for the ideas, and to John Jenkinson for 
taking these projects forward.

Tim Key

Chairman’s Welcome

Playing Field and Parish Hall News, and Jubilee
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Church Matters

Olga Matthias: 
I moved to the village in August 2020, drawn 
by its general atmosphere and the fact I’d found 
a house I liked. I’d like to be involved in the 
parish council because I want to help keep 
the village a lovely place to live. Anything I 
can do to preserve the overall quality of life, 
environmentally or socially, to young, old, 
or in-between residents, I am happy to do. I 
bring a wealth of business experience to bear 
or what may occasionally be thorny issues 
as well as practical contribution if something 
specific needs doing. With over 3 decades of 
experience in often complex business scenarios, 
I have good communication skills, am adept 
at problem resolution and analytical thinking. 
Additionally, I’m a good team player, a good 
follower and leader too when required. 

Andy Tyrell: 
I am looking forward to serving as your Parish 
Councillor. Having moved into the village 
towards the end of 2021 with Jo, Ben, Ed & 
Billie, this already feels like home - everyone 
has been so welcoming and friendly! For my 
day job, I work as a Principal Consultant in 
Quality & Risk Management for a US-based 
HR software company, which involves a fair 
amount of travel and remote work. My desire to 
join the PC was to give something back to the 
community and to help sustain and improve our 
wonderful local environment for the benefit of 
all. I can’t wait to get started and to meet you 
all in due course! 

Welcome to our New 
Councillors

Summer is already upon us, and we have been 
blessed with some wonderful sunshine to fill the 
soul. We hope everyone has an opportunity to 
recharge batteries with summer holidays this year 
which will have been much missed during Covid! 
Thanks to everyone who has supported the 
Friends of All Saints and our monthly guest 
speakers. We have enjoyed learning about the 
wonderful stained-glass windows in our church 
which feature the work of three of the foremost 
glaziers of the Victorian era. We also learned 
about the Gardens of the British Isles and with 
thanks to Taff Morgan for being a last-minute 
substitute we also learned about ‘props for 
preaching’.  The final talk for the first year of the 
friends will be courtesy of Matthew Constantine 
of the Yorkshire National Trust so please join 
us on 20th July for ‘Ringing the Changes’ All 
Saints and the story of Beningbrough Hall.  We 
then have a break until October due to our long-
awaited Flower Festival over the weekend of 
23rd-25th September where we hope to have lots 
of visitors to support this fundraising activity. 
Beningbrough Hall has kindly offered free entry 
to those who buy tickets for the flower festival 
which is an incredibly generous offer.   Please 
note Friends meetings will be on a Thursday 
evening at 7pm from October onwards. 
Our services continue as usual as advertised on 
our website at https://www.AllSaints Newton.
org.uk and all are welcome throughout the year.  
Thanks again to all our volunteers for maintaining 
the graveyard so well making All Saints so 
welcoming for our visitors. And don’t forget our 
monthly Indulgence Cafe where a latte and cake 
awaits with thanks to all our helpers for their time 
and confectionary contributions!

Beningbrough Hall News

Tim Key recently paid a visit to Beningbrough 
Hall and reported that the gardens and grounds 
are open as usual and well worth a visit. 
The wildflower garden, which used to be 
the Mediterranean garden, was particularly 
spectacular, a mass of blue and yellow and alive 
with the sound of insects. The ‘looser’ style of 
planting can also be seen in the Formal Garden, 
now set with some unusual flowers and grasses.  
The restaurant is also open, as is the Farm Shop 
and Cafe. But please note, the Hall is closed 
until 2023 for essential maintenance - work to 
the roof, and electrical and fire safety systems 
to be strengthened in the Hall itself. Given the 
precious nature of the building and its contents 
(which have been carefully removed and stored), 
and its listed status, this will be a complicated 
and lengthy project. The cost is an eye-watering 
£2.3million, but fortunately an anonymous donor 
is covering much of the cost. The date of the 
re-opening of the Hall will be announced in due 
course.


