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Introduction

A book was printed in 1973 entitled “Three Yorkshire Villages” which gave historical studies 
of Beningbrough, Linton-on-Ouse and Newton-on-Ouse.

It was published by Newton-on-Ouse Local History Group and edited by Stanley Price and 
George Ruffhead.

It covered mainly  the years 1700-1850 with an introduction and epilogue covering 1850 
-1970. The book has 96 pages and took six years of studies by a group of local people to  
produce in 1973.

Apart  from the  editors,  mentioned  above,  I  give  below  a  list  of  writers  of  chapters  and 
sections: under tutelage first from Mr. Peter Wenham and later Mr. George Ruffhead, both 
from St. John's College, York.

Edith Holland, Grace Roberts, Mary Thallon, 
and Chris Wells.

Illustrations are by Kitty Price and Chris Wells.

Other research workers were Vera Abell,  and Kathleen Mackinlay of Beningbrough; Stella 
Corner,  Mary  Watson,  Mary  Hodgson,  Frances  Kirby,  Judith  Redley,  and  Kay  Tindle  of 
Linton; Gordon Atkinson, Jean Fern, Maureen Green, Mary Hamilton, and Mr and Mrs John 
Hawking, Mr and Mrs Geoffrey Robinson and Moira Rooke of Newton; and Hilda Cooper of 
Shipton-by-Beningbrough.

We owe a deep and belated debt of gratitude to these local people, many are still with us, for 
providing us with details of our heritage.

Personally, I have endeavoured to extract and condense some of the most interesting data, 
having myself been associated with Newton-on-Ouse since 1949 –  and having served my 
National  Service  at  R.A.F.  Linton-on-Ouse,  almost  60  years  ago,  I  have  added  the  local 
history from my records to date. My research has taken quite some time and I wish to thank 
my many friends who have given me useful historical facts which I have incorporated within 
the following pages.

©    W. H. A. Cooper
2008

South View,
York Road

Newton-on-Ouse
York

YO30 2BX
Tel; 01347 848560
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Newton-on-Ouse

Newton-on-Ouse is a small village in North Yorkshire, within the Hambleton District Council  
area, some 9 miles north of the City of York.

Following the Norman Conquest, the Manor of Newton was given to Ralph Paganel, a Norman 
Baron and one time High Sheriff  of Yorkshire as a reward for his services to William the 
Conqueror.

In the twelfth century much of the land in Newton was given to the hospital of St. Leonard in 
York until, following the Dissolution of the Monasteries, it became crown property.

By 1620 the manor of Newton-on-Ouse had become part of the estate of Sir John Bourchier 
of Beningbrough, a parliamentarian who was later to sign the death warrant, dated January 
27th 1645, of King Charles I.

The previous hall, or grange as it  was called at the time, was demolished in the reign of 
Queen Anne.  The current hall dates from 1716 and the name changed from Beningbrough 
Grange to what we now know as Beningbrough Hall. It was rebuilt under the direction of Sir 
John Vanbrugh – English dramatist and architect, born 1644, whose most famous buildings 
include  Blenheim  Palace  in  Oxfordshire  and  the  Queen's  Theatre  in  London.   He  also 
designed Castle Howard, 1701, which was completed 1714.

Beningbrough Hall

The  majority  of  the  land  and  housing  in  Newton-on-Ouse  continued  to  be  part  of  the 
Beningbrough Hall estate until 1916 when the division of the estate into lots for sale afforded 
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many tenants the opportunity to purchase their properties.

The Dawnay family occupied Beningbrough Hall 1826-1917.

Lady Chesterfield lived at the Hall 1917-1958.  She had her own pew in Newton Church and 
the cherry trees in Newton belonged to her and were her responsibility. Lady Chesterfield 
definitely let that be known to the Parish Council from time to time!

Since 1957 Beningbrough Hall has been in the ownership of the National Trust, when the 
park estate was auctioned on the death of Lady Chesterfield.  Currently it displays many 
works of art on loan from the National Gallery in London.

To avoid payment of death duties, the surviving Dawnays gave away certain properties, the 
Newton village school and the Parish Hall were bequeathed to the village.

Beningbrough Hall's gardens have been placed in the National Trust's top 5 after visitors to 
N.T.,  properties,  across  the  country  were  asked  to  name their  favourite  gardens.   John 
Thallon of Newton, a head gardener at Beningbrough Hall, was presented with the award on 
26th October, 1999.

In  the  1800's  Newton  had  5  shopkeepers.  7  shoemakers.  6  tailors  and  a  number  of 
bricklayers and carpenters.

“The Dawnay Arms” dates back to 1779. It was formerly known as “The George and Dragon” 
and is the only remaining Georgian inn in the villages of Newton-on-Ouse and Linton-on-
Ouse.  In 1840 three other inns existed in Newton, “The Mason's Arms” was at the far end of  
Cherry Tree Avenue and the two others “The Anchor” and “The Woodman” were to be found 
in the village.

Over  the  past  century,  whenever  York  held  a  race  meeting,  especially  the  August  Ebor 
meeting, many famous people and royalty stayed at Beningbrough Hall overnight. Owners, 
trainers  and jockeys all  arriving in their  posh limousines,  I  often wonder what  the local 
people would say today!

All Saints
The Parish Church at Newton-on-Ouse was formerly called “St. Mary's”, it is now known as 

“ALL SAINTS.”
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The first incumbent was Radulfus de Gaylenton 1229.

New Church was rebuilt in 1849 (by the Dawnays), but it retained the 12th century tower.
The landmark spire was an added feature in 1849. The spire, which is 150 feet above ground 
level, can be seen from Brimham Rocks, twenty miles away. It received renovation in 1996 – 
the scaffolding was huge and dominated the whole scene.

Two bells are dated from 1619 and 1621.

The carved oak reredos dates from 1892.

The organ - “The Abbot of Leeds Pipe Organ” - dates from 1886.
The organ loft was added in 1895 and a chancel screen in 1911. After 113 years the organ 
was overhauled and restored to former glory in 1999 at a cost of over £20,000.
The altar's purple cloth was renewed quite recently at a cost of £900.00.
In 1945 the Church choir exceeded 20 in number.
The position of the Lych-Gate was changed in the early 1900's.

The Church has “Roll of Honour” to all the local men killed in the two world wars. 1914-1918 
war 18 men are listed (my wife's uncle is listed.) 1939-1945 war 3 men are listed.

In loving memory of 
the men of Newton, Linton and Beningborough 
who fell in the Great German War 1914-1918 

Pte J W Tinsley . W Yorks . 7.2.1916 
L Cpl E Reynolds . Yorks . 16.8.1916 
Pte J W Linfoot . W Riding . 3.9.1916 
Pte J W Pratt . W Yorks . 23.9.1916 
Pte T Metcalfe . W Yorks . 27.2.1917 

Pte A Johnson . Yorks . 9.4.1917 
Pte W Turner . DLI . 29.4.1917 

Pte G Ward . E Yorks . 12.5.1917 
Sergt E Coates . W Yorks . 7.6.1917 

Pte H J Jackson . E Yorks . 26.9.1917 
Pte J W Masterman . Colds Gds . 9.10.1917 

Pte E Martyn . KOYLI . 21.10.1917 
Pte L Pratt . W Yorks . 12.4.1918 

Pte R S Walkington . W Yorks . 25.6.1918 
Sergt A Rennison MM . L Fus . 2.10.1918 

Pte A Almgill . RAMC . 3.10.1918 
Pte W Smith . W Yorks . 29.10.1918 

Cpl J W Vincent . W Yorks . 19.3.1919 
1939 - 1945 

Sgt J Crawford . RAF 
Sgt J W Watson . RAF 

Tel S T Smith . RN 

Greater love hath no man than this 
that a man lay down his life for his friends 
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The parsonage house at Newton dates from 1764 and originally had walls,  part of  brick, 
wood, and plaster, with the roof covered in straw.  The current rectory dates from the mid 
1800's.

The vicar has to officiate at three parishes these days, Shipton-by-Beningbrough, Skelton, 
and Newton-on-Ouse. The vicar also covers Linton-on-Ouse and Overton duties, and as a 
result he is now domiciled at Skelton parsonage.

The Suffragan Bishop of Selby officiates at the annual confirmation celebration.

Three flower festivals have been held in Church at Newton-on-Ouse, 1991,1998, and 2003.

The heating costs at the present time (2008) are astronomical and much needed financial 
help is required – support from the community is urgently needed.

Both Newton-on-Ouse and Shipton-by-Beningbrough parsonages are now privately owned. 
The Newton-on-Ouse parsonage continues to serve the community, by kind permission of the 
owners -Ishbel and Gordon Atkinson.

Newton-on-Ouse  Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel  1924,  replaced  an  earlier  one  which  was 
opposite the Parish Church.  The Chapel which overlooked the village green, closed in 2003.  
It is now privately owned.

The  Victorian School continues to be used to serve the community as a Parish Hall. The 
rebuilt  village  school  was  opened  in  1854.  In  1941  the  village  school  had  90  children 
enrolled, which necessitated a pre-fabricated extension to be built.  (some children had to 
walk from the Brick-yards' Cottages and Linton Village).  The school closed in 1986 when 
only 7 children were on the register.

The population of Newton-on-Ouse was 626 in 1871.   850 in 1879., and 530., in 2000.

On November 23rd 1993, a record low temperature of -14c., was recorded in the Vale of York.  
The coldest night since records began.

In 1841 the railways came to the area. The nearest railway station ,located on the East Coast 
mainline  between  Shipton-by-Beningbrough  and  Beningbrough  villages  was  called 
Beningbrough Station.  The people could travel south to York or north to Easingwold, Thirsk, 
Northallerton, Darlington, etc. Goods could be carried and livestock transported.

The  Pullman  bus  service  began  in  the  1930's  with  the  amalgamation  of  Reynards  and 
Foxton's services, in York, to form York Pullman Co. Ltd.

The Newton Brick & Tile works, located east end of Moor Lane, was in full production in the 
1840's.   It  offered  much  needed  employment  to  local  people,  especially  those  averse  to 
farming.

Linton-on-Ouse
If Newton-on-Ouse and Beningbrough were closely knit together, then surely Linton-on-Ouse 
must be included.

From Baine's Directory of the County of York, 1823, “Linton-on-Ouse and the Wapentake of 
Bulmer; 7 miles south of Easingwold, here is a Roman Catholic Chapel, and a school with a 
small endowment. Population 268.”
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In 1991 the population was 920.  In 2000 it was 1,260.

Linton-on-Ouse is situated on the upper level of the River Ouse, but not on a major road.  
Minor roads provide the only links to surrounding villages.  Newton-on-Ouse one and a half  
miles.  Tollerton 4 miles.  Aldwark 3 miles.

The oldest brick houses date from circa 1800.

In 1714 the Manor of Linton was bequeathed to the University College of Oxford by Doctor 
Jon  Radcliffe,  a  Yorkshireman  educated  at  Wakefield  Grammar  School  and  University 
College.

In 1950 householders were given the opportunity to buy their rented properties.  In 2000 
only three farms belonged to University College.

Beech Tree Court (1988-1995) and Grange Garth (1990-1995) are both built on the site of 
former farms.  The River View bungalows (1978-1979) are situated on what was previously 
agricultural land.

Half Moon Street, known locally as “Bomb Alley”  (were the first R.A.F. Houses were built in  
1937.) They became private housing from 1988 – at a cost of £38,000 each.
Later a further 50 ex M.O.D., houses off Linton Woods were renovated and sold in November,  
1997 – at a cost starting at £58,950.

A bridge over the Kyle Beck, between Linton and Newton existed in 1316.

A bridge over the Fleet, on the Newton – Tollerton Road existed in 1635.

The old Victorian school, which also served as a Chapel-of-ease, was built in 1871 and closed 
in 1934.  (The children had to walk to Newton school.)  The old Victorian school premises  
were given to the Parish of Linton-on-Ouse by Oxford College in 1977 – now used as the 
Village Hall.

The current Linton primary school dates from 1958.

A village festival is held annually in June – formerly the Whit Feast of 1920.

The Royal Air Force Station at Linton-on-Ouse was built in 1937 and was opened on May 13 th 

1937.

In 1839 a great wind and tempest and accompanying floods swept away both Linton-on-Ouse 
and Tollerton bridges, along with a wooden windmill (c.1656) rebuilt in brick in 1878.

Prior to 1772 Aldwark Ferry was the crossing point over the river. An old original wooden 
bridge dates from 1772.  The current iron bridge dates from 1873, and became privately 
owned from 1887 and later became a toll bridge.

At a point above Linton and Hunter's Lodge  the river Ure  changes its name to the river 
Ouse. The river Nidd enters the river Ouse at Nun Monkton/Beningbrough confluence.

The Linton lock and weir dates from 1767 -1776.

Linton  Power  Station  (Hydro  Electric)  was  formally  opened  by  Viscount  Lascelles,  with 
H.R.H., Princess Mary in August 1923.  It was closed in or about 1961 as it was uneconomic.
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Linton Lock is believed to be one of a handful of private locks still in operation along the 
English waterways.  It was put up for sale in August, 1994 for £185,000.  The site covers 
13.5 acres of land, complete with its own café, bar and sales shop. The complex is now home 
to more than 60 boats.

Higher education took place at Easingwold.
The old grammar school dates from 1905 and was closed in 1953.  Very few children were 
gifted enough to attend, as the then accommodation was strictly limited.  All their education 
was received up to the age of 14 years at the village schools at Newton-on-Ouse and Linton-
on-Ouse when they then left to seek employment.

Easingwold  Comprehensive  school  dates  from  1954,  when  all  children  were  moved  to 
Easingwold at 11 years to complete their higher level education.

St.  Monica's  hospital,  at  Easingwold  dates  from1893.  It  was  gifted  from  Mrs.  Love,  of 
Hawkhills.

Tollerton Women’s Institute closed down in 1992 after 67 years, (founded 1925).

Newton-on-Ouse W.I., was founded in 1959 and is well established and still going strong 
after 50 years.

Shipton-by-Beningbrough

The village  is some 6 miles from York on the A19 trunk road, east of  Newton-on-Ouse. 
Population 1991,  680.   In 2000,  730.   Shipton-by-Beningbrough was formerly known as 
Hipton. The village was first mentioned in the Domesday survey of 1086. Between 1700-1900 
the village thrived as part of the Beningbrough estate – following which its sale, in lots formed 
the village as it is today.

The church, known as the “Church of the Holy Evangelists” was built by the Dawnay family  
and dates from 1840. The Old Vicarage is now used a a nursing home.  The old school at 
Shipton was gifted by will of Anne Middleton (widow of a York merchant) in 1655. It closed in  
1986.  In 1986 a joint venture of Anglican and Methodist churches created a large infant and 
junior school known as the “Forest of Galtres”, to serve Newton and Shipton former schools 
which closed in 1986.

The children from Newton-on-Ouse are transported by bus, leaving at 8.45.am and returning 
home at 3.45.pm.  A very long day for five year olds!

The Royal Air Force Station
Linton-on-Ouse

The R.A.F. Station at Linton-on-Ouse was opened on May 13th  1937.  Since that time it has 
had a great influence on Newton-on-Ouse and Linton-on-Ouse.
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Jobs became available and many local people left farming and worked at the base. Many 
itinerants arrived from Ireland, initially to help at the base, and they were not welcomed by 
local people.  Drinking was prevalent in both Linton-on-Ouse and Newton-on-Ouse, causing 
much upheaval and malevolence.

Later,  with  an influx  of  R.A.F.,  servicemen and women,  many local  people  found future 
husbands and wives, and when the Canadian airmen came in 1943 and left in 1946 (the end 
of the second world war) they left our ladies a few souvenirs! 

Sir Arthur Harris – of Dam Buster fame – served as Air Commodore before the outbreak of  
war, leaving later to become head of Bomber Command.

Group Captain Leonard Cheshire V.C., was a young pilot during his stay at Linton.

In  1941  among  those  killed,  during  a  German  air  raid  on  the  base,  was  the  officer 
commanding the station, Group Captain F.M.S. Galloway.

During the war 18,000 airmen failed to return to their bases after bombing missions.  Some 
were buried in local churchyards - Newton has quite a few interred – the Canadians were 
buried in a special Canadian Cemetery at Harrogate.

From 1943-1945 the Station was in the hands of No. 6 Group, Royal Canadian Air Force. 
The Canadians flew more than 7,000 missions, mainly in Lancasters.  Many R.A.F. Officers 
and  R.C.A.F.,  officers  were  accommodated  at  Beningbrough  hall,  which  had  been 
requisitioned for military use by the Government for the duration of the war.

Later Wellington and Lancaster Bombers were replaced by Halifax bombers - 1943/4.

                                 Crew with a Halifax Bomber 1943 - 76 Squadron© 

During the war the station as honoured by visits from their majesties King George VI., and 
Queen Elizabeth in 1942 and 1944.
In 1956 the station was chosen to  represent the  Royal  Air  Force  at  the parading of  the 
Queen's Colour on the occasion of Her Majesty's birthday.  This was the first time that this 
ceremonial had been carried by by the R.A.F.

After the war R.A.F. Station Linton-on-Ouse became a fighter station with 4 squadrons of  
Hornets and Mosquitos.

From 1950 (Jet Age) Meteors, Sabres and Hunters came to Linton-on-Ouse – and how they 
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broke the peace!  The community complain today about the noise from the single engined 
aircraft, but believe me, it was nothing to the jets of yesteryear!

In 1957 Linton-on-Ouse became the R.A.F., No.1 Flying Training School with Jet Provost and 
Vampire T.II aircraft.  Currently single engined Tucano aircraft are used to train pilots for the 
R.A.F. And Navy.  In 1977, the 40th birthday of the station was celebrated with a return visit 
by Group Captain Leonard Cheshire.

In April 1968 the Station was honoured with the Freedom of the City of York, which is now 
exercised each year, on Battle of Britain Sunday, with a march in York to York Minster and 
the turning of a page in the Book of Remembrance which lists the names of the airman, from 
the Yorkshire region, who died in defence of their country during the WW2.  This book of 
remembrance is sited adjacent to the R.A.F. Memorial – an Astronomical Clock.  In 2007 the 
50th Anniversary as home to No.1 Flying Training School, was also celebrated.
In 2008 Prince William (third in line to the throne) trained at Linton-on-Ouse.

The people at Newton-on-Ouse and Linton-on-Ouse have many connections with the R.A.F 
Station at Linton-on-Ouse.

At 4.00am  on June  9th,  1944 a Canadian Air Crew, from 426 Squadron,  (Thunderbird 
Squadron) perished when the Halifax Bomber crashed in Back Lane Newton-on-Ouse, whilst 
returning  to  base  after  a  bombing  mission  over  Germany.   Four  members  of  the  Royal 
Canadian Air Force and two Royal Air Force members died when the Halifax crashed and 
demolished a house – the occupant and a newly born baby survived.

Crash 1944 -Back Lane

A memorial cairn can be found in Back Lane, Newton-on-Ouse.  The memorial was unveiled 
at a ceremony on 8th May, 1995, when many Canadians returned to England to attend the 
occasion. During the ceremony a Hercules aircraft swooped over the site at the exact time of  
dedication.  The cottage, in Back Lane was occupied by Mrs Camamile – the child was a boy – 
John Camamile.

On the 4th May 1990, 220 veterans, former Canadian airmen, visited the village of Linton-on-
Ouse to attend and unveiling and dedication of a memorial cairn (located in front of  the 
village hall) in memory of their colleagues who had died during WW2 between June 1943 and 
May 1945. whilst serving with the Royal Canadian Air Force at R.A.F. Linton-on-Ouse.  More 
than  1,400  were  killed  or  missing  in  action  from  the  two  squadrons  (No.  408  Goose 
Squadron)  and (No. 426 Thunderbird Squadron) of Halifax bombers.

Sir Marcus Worsley, the Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire was a principal guest and, as the 
220 veterans stood to attention and the Last Post was being played four Jet Provost Aircraft  
from the base flew overhead.  A very moving occasion.

9



The R.A.F.  base has always welcomed the local  people  from Linton-on-Ouse,  Newton-on-
Ouse, and Aldwark and subject to current security, they are offered the use of many facilities 
on the base.
As a gesture of goodwill the senior citizens are invited to a Christmas Lunch every year.

Other events are held when the local community is invited to attend the autumn party in the 
Park, with music by a brass band followed by a fireworks display.

Places of worship for Catholic and other religions are provided.

Hairdressing facilities are available. Baby groups. Charity shop. N.A.A.F.I. Shop. A special 
roadside viewing area.

A memorial museum is available for organised visits by the community. Similarly night time 
visits by arrangement to view the control tower and radar facilities.

The R.A.F. world famous  aerobatics team (The Red Arrows) often visit the base and display.

One lasting memory from the war years, is the shock of finding a cow up a tree after an air 
raid, due to the terrific blast of the bomb exploding.  My wife recounts this incident, as many 
children from the village school witnessed on their travels to and from school. 
Pleasant memories of local people lining the road in Newton-on-Ouse village in anticipation of 
seeing royalty pass through, on their way by car, after landing by air at Linton R.A.F Station,  
on many visits to North Yorkshire, and subsequent return, after visiting the many functions.

----0----

The Atrocious Winter of 1946/47

After WW2 Britain was bombed out, bankrupt, exhausted and desperately short of fuel.

The winter of 1947 sank the country to a level of deprivation unknown during the war.

The winter began deceptively, with just a brief cold snap before Christmas 1946.

In mid-January, 1947, temperatures soared so high it was that it was felt as if spring had 
arrived early.  The snow thawed so rapidly it set off floods – just  as hurricane force winds 
brought down roofs, trees, and even houses and a railway bridge in Birmingham.

The real winter arrived with a vengeance soon afterwards as the country was gripped in an 
arctic freeze that lasted for two months.  From mid February snow storms whipped up into 
monstrous drifts which buried roads and railways .  The temperatures fell - 21C at Woburn,
Buckinghamshire and the whole country became snowbound.
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On February 20th the Dover ferry to Ostend was suspended because of pack ice  near the 
coast of Belgium.  It became the coldest February ever recorded, and there was virtually no 
sunshine for almost a whole month.  One can only imagine what the weather was like in 
Northern England!
The “Freeze” paralysed all industry.  Electricity supplies were cut to industry and turned off 
for five hours each day to domestic consumers to conserve coal stocks.  Candles were used in 
Parliament and Buckingham Palace.  Television closed down, and radio output was reduced.
Newspapers were cut in size and magazines were ordered to stop publishing. Food supplies 
sank alarmingly, even lower than they had been during the war.

Farms were frozen or snowed under with drifts of more than 8 feet high.  Pneumatic drills 
were used to dig parsnips from frozen fields.  Potatoes were rationed.
Prisoners of war, Germans and Italians were co-opted to search for animals in and around 
Newton-on-Ouse and Linton-on-Ouse, buried under the snow. (There was a prisoner of war 
camp near to Shipton-by-Beningbrough.)

March turned out to be even worse than February.  It brought the  terrible blizzard of the 20th 

century.  Impossible to travel anywhere for weeks, a level of  3 foot of snow fell in Yorkshire. 
Eventually on March 10th a sustained thaw set in and triggered another spectacular disaster.
After weeks of deep frost the ground was so hard that melting snow drifts transformed into 
raging torrents and to make matters worse a huge storm dropped heavy rain.

March became the wettest on record.  Winds whipped up the flood water into waves which 
breached dykes  and fens,  flooding  100 square  miles  of  rich farmland and many houses 
collapsed.

There was no football for 6 weeks. The season was extended into June, Doncaster Rovers 
were promoted with a record number of  points,  when the football  season ended in June 
Myself, I was unable to attend school for more than 6 weeks in South Yorkshire, and was 
unable to study for my mock school certificate exams, due to having no books at home.  The 
exams were held on the first week  back at school and the majority of pupils failed!   With 
hard work before the June exams we all passed, probably with lower grades than expected.

When the floods came,  York was split in two.  Boats ferried people across Clifton Green.  The 
road to Linton-on-Ouse was flooded also the road to Tollerton.   Nothing could be moved! 
The A19 close to the Ramada Inn was also flooded.  Rougier Street in York was closed and 
the Co-operative Store in Rougier Street was under 8 feet of water at the rear of the property.

----0----
Post 1946 – Development of Newton-on-Ouse
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With careful  planning,  Newton-on-Ouse has expanded in housing stock but  unlike  other 
rural areas with infilling, and careful selection of small areas, Newton-on-Ouse has managed 
to  expand  within  the  village  boundary.   The  water  table,  drainage  and  and  communal 
services have  minimised extensive building.

Council houses were built in 1947 after WW2., also in 1949 and 1956.  A number of council 
bungalows were built, initially for older persons, in Cherry Tree Avenue and Back Lane – 
1953 and 1955.

A derelict thatched cottage opposite the Parish Church was demolished in 1950 – in order to 
smarten up the village for the Festival of Britain celebrations.  It would appear the site was 
also being prepared the bungalows to be built.

In the period 1966-1970 the semi-detached houses at the far end of Cherry Tree Avenue, 
known as Park Side, which also included those down Back Lane built by Mr. Ledger.  This 
area,  which  bordered the  Beningborough Estate  Land  was  sold  for  development,  by  the 
Chairman of the Parish Council Mr. E. Hartley to the builder for £11,000., (approximately 4 
acres of derelict land).  From time to time people began to move in to the houses in Cherry 
Tree Avenue, some of the dwellings became waterlogged.  One family had to live upstairs for 
months before adequate drainage was installed.

The Poplars development dates from 1984. This area was previously the site of a large barn- 
adjacent to the Dawnay Arms  public house.

The first stage of the Bravener Court  development was completed around 1984.  The second 
and final stage was completed 1993/1994.

The small area of River Walk dates from 1990 – west of the S bend.

The Dawnay Cottages 1992, Park View, 1993, and Newton Park, 1998, were a mixture of 
semi-detached, terraced, and detached houses. They are all located at the end of main street 
opposite the garage.

The Beechfield development of  more expensive detached houses bordering the river,  were 
built in 1993 and 1997 in two phases.

Chesterfield Court 1999/2000 were developed on a small  site towards the north  end of 
Cherry Tree Avenue.

From time to time there has been quite a few single houses built to in fill  a vacant area, but 
the original boundary of the village has been preserved.

Since 2008 many of the council houses are privately owned,  the few remaining are owned by 
Broadacres Housing Association  and let to sitting tenants.

At the present time consideration is being given by Broadacres to build a further 12 houses 
to comply with the Government's demand for affordable housing.

By far the greatest development in the village since the end of the war is the creation of a 
brilliant playing field, especially since it is really close to the village - which gives greater 
security to the children than would have been if the playing field had been at Beningborough
Park - as was the original intention.  Furthermore it was achieved by voluntary effort – as far 
as I am aware it has never relied on Parish Council funding - it is under the jurisdiction of  
the Playing Field Committee since 1958.  I have provided a separate report on the history of  
the Playing Field, which I hope to add at the end of this one.
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Newton-on-Ouse- The Inhabitants and Contentious Issues.

On the 20th September 1976,  a  local  farmer  Mr Robert  Rooke,  with  his  employees  were 
moving a herd of cows from one field to another along a main road at Newton.  I am not sure  
what caused it, but the animals stampeded and turned from the main road into the private 
passageway, which separates No.4 and No.5 South View.  The animals continued to the top 
of the passageway, turned left behind numbers 4,3,2, and 1 South View – which is a dead 
end. I live at No. 1 and luckily my rear door was closed. The leading animals panicked and 
attempted to turn around – meeting the following herd.  In the resulting chaos some damage 
was caused to my fencing.

Only minutes before this occurrence. my next door neighbour had taken the child indoors. 
She also removed the pram or pushchair the child had been sleeping in. If she had not done 
so the child could surely have been trampled to death.
After the animals had been gathered and put to safety by the workers, I was told to claim for  
any damage on my own insurance. It was not one's fault it was an “Act of God”.  I was not 
satisfied with the outcome and after due consideration the farmer paid for the renewal of the 
fence.

Some years later a similar occurrence happened when some cattle from the Beningborough 
farm escaped into the gardens of Back Lane and Cherry Tree Avenue, near the boundary of  
the estate and created havoc.  I believe this happened during night time.  What a shock this  
would be to the house holders next morning.

I remember when some horses from a neighbouring field down Tollerton road, broke into the 
playing field at night time. They badly damaged the cricket wicket, much to the annoyance of 
the village cricket team. This had happened due to someone leaving the playing field gate 
open!

There was another incident when a local lad from the village took a car on the playing field  
during the night, after very wet weather,  and decided to do quick turns, acceleration and 
severe braking all over the centre of the football pitch churning the grass and soil into a 
mess.
The groundsman was none too pleased. The local football team were not amused either!
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In 1962 some lads from the village decided to have a game of cricket in the centre of the 
football field.  It was only a knock about, but one huge hit came through my downstairs 
bathroom window, just as my wife was washing herself.  She was six months pregnant at the 
time.  No one offered their apology.  Later Mr. Donald Bainbridge (groundsman) supplied 
some glass and did the necessary repair.

On the 11th June 2005 during a party in the playing field some youths from another village 
decided to set fire to a store building at the far end of the playing field.  It was becoming 
rather dark at the time, luckily there were people nearby to deal with the situation before it 
got out of hand.

On another occasion when the village feast was in full swing, a youth from the local area 
decided to break into a property in Back Lane and helped himself to some bottles of beer and 
wine.

One evening around midnight I was watching T.V., when I heard a loud crashing noise from 
the back of my house. On investigation I came across a car which had crashed into No. 3 
South View garage at the rear of the property. The driver, a young lad, was sat in the car  
either stunned or drunk.  I could hear a dripping sound and immediately assumed it was 
petrol leaking and might cause a fire/explosion.  I half pulled the lad out and laid him on the 
grass. I phoned hi parents, when I returned he had disappeared to his home.

The Wrath of The Community of Newton-on-Ouse

There have been many occasions when the wrath of the people of Newton-on-Ouse have been 
exposed to the malevolent actions of others.

The village green caused much controversy.  For many years it had been split into two halves, 
by use of farm tractors and other large machines, used by a local farmer,  because he could 
not manoeuvre such equipment via the roads surrounding the green to enter his farmyard. 
The farmer decided to cross the green to facilitate the entrance by the shortest route.  The 
Parish  Council  did  not  approve  and  took  the  farmer  to  task.   It  took  many  years  of 
compromise and argument to resolve the issue.  Many people thought the farmer had a point 
- it as difficult to enter his farmyard.  Other people remembered when the field looked its best  
when it was in one piece.  The Council wanted the green to be the centre piece of the village 
and were prepared to enclose the green with a small white chain link fence.  This controversy 
lasted over the period 1964-1969 when eventually the ownership of the village green passed 
to the Council by law.

Another “bombshell” took place when the Playing Field Committee made it known that owing 
to  lack  of  interest,  it  was  investigating  the  possibility  of  selling  the  field  for  housing 
development.
A general  meeting of  the  public  was called –  the  Parish Hall  was filled to  capacity  with 
objectors.  Many people arrived from Linton-on-Ouse as in the original regulations the field 
was to serve the people of Newton-on-Ouse and Linton-on-Ouse and they considered that
they had as much right to make their objections as any one else.  No one was going to agree
to such a proposition, let alone the loss of such a great village amenity.  The people had 
spoken with one voice.  As a result a new Committee was elected and there has never been 
any further lack of interest or lack of support since.  The field is more popular now than ever 
before!

The events leading to the celebrations to honour the Queen's Silver Jubilee on 7 th June, 1977 
also  caused some conflict.   In 1975 I  attended a Parish Council  meeting and asked the 
Chairman what the Council was intending to do to celebrate the forth coming event.   The 
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Chairman's reply was negative.   She said that they were not going to get involved and if 
anyone was interested in arranging fund raising they should form a Committee to do this and 
run the event themselves.  I replied to the effect that such an event probably only arrives  
once in a lifetime. I have personal memories of the Coronation of George V1., and possess an 
engraved silver spoon and Yorkshire Penny bank book – with a shilling deposited – given to 
me by the West Riding County Council.  Also  a souvenir photograph, supplied at that time 
by my local Parish.  This information failed to change the Chairman's decision.  It was agreed 
at  the  meeting  that  I  should  elect  a  committee  representing  the  village  and  become 
Chairman.  A committee was elected and comprised of 29 people – far too large in retrospect!
From the start some members were trying to denigrate the efforts that I as Chairman was 
doing.  Even in the week the event was due to take place, further sabotage occurred and an 
emergency meeting was held at the home of the Parish Council Chairman but after much 
argument the event went ahead.  It was a great success. I have an album in my possession 
detailing everything that took place on the day.
Subsequently a meeting took place to dissolve the committee and to decide how to dispose of 
surplus funds.  Even at that moment in time the denigration continued and a motion of no 
confidence in my chairmanship was proposed from the floor.
Mrs Hamilton, a very respected lady who lived in the village with her husband, the Reverend 
Hamilton, counter proposed and she said that she was disgusted such a matter was even 
being considered and called for a vote of confidence.  I received a vote of confidence and the  
opposition was defeated!

Linton-on-Ouse village also held similar celebrations, as did the whole country.
Linton-on-Ouse also  had friction within  their  committee.   I  was advised that  it  was  the 
intention to invite the Group Captain's wife to to crown their queen at the ceremony on the 
day, but when she turned up to do the honour the queen had been crowned by someone else.

In the 1940's and 1960's the allocation of council houses in Newton caused some heated 
friction between applicants.

The first village street lighting scheme for Newton-on-Ouse was not accepted by everyone – 
even though the money to provide the lighting was raised from voluntary donations and fund 
raising by the village.  Some residents said they would smash lighting if it was to be placed in 
front of their homes.  This was 1969.

The car parking   issue over the past 30/40 years has resulted in a personal physical assault 
on myself by a “hot headed” youth from the village.   The car parking remains a problem.

At my wedding reception on the 1st June 1957, which was held in the Parish Hall,  to a village 
girl I had met whilst serving in the R.A.F., at Linton-on-Ouse in 1949, Tom Brown a local 
resident made a speech during which he said I was a new comer and I would have to live 40 
years in the village as he had done before being accepted as a resident!  Having now had 
connections for nearly 60 years I would agree!

The feeling in the village is now just the same as it  as it was then. It is all to do with these 
new comers/ do gooders coming in and taking over everything!

The furore over the riverside right of way just about sums it up!

If you do not believe this – how about the resignation of all the Parish Council in 2007, later  
followed by the Clerk's resignation?

----0----
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Serious Personal Issues
On 19th May 1829, the York Courant  newspaper reported the finding of a body near Ouse 
Bridge York. It was identified as Cornelius Benton, aged 7, who had fallen into the river while 
attempting to jump from the packet boat into a smaller one at Newton-on-Ouse landing a 
month earlier.

The earliest recorded accident was in1850 when Thomas Campey of Bedern, York, had to be 
taken to hospital where his arm had to be amputated below the elbow following an accident 
at Newton  brick and tile Works on Moor Lane at the junction with High Moor Lane.

There has been numerous other serious accidents involving farm machinery since 1850.  In 
the 1920's my wife's grandfather lost a hand due to an accident and thereafter had to wear a 
hook, which enabled him to carry on working – he farmed at Linton and Wigginton – was 
married to Jane and the family consisted of seven sons and 3 daughters.  The eldest son 
George died on 12th May 1917 at the age of 27 years, during WW1 – his name appears on the 
“Roll of Honour” in Newton Church.

In 1935 Edward Suter, aged 11,had a bad injury due to an accident owing to the state of the 
footpath opposite the village green.

On the 16th September, 1936, Jean Stones, a young schoolgirl, was walking home to Linton-
on-Ouse after attending Newton-on-Ouse school, when she was knocked down and killed by 
a car. She was only five and a half years old.  As a result the Council required a speed limit of 
30 mph. In 1937.  In 1938, Fisher End footpath and widening of the 8 feet was carried out, 
but I do not think the 30 mph. Signs went up until the 1990's.
In the 1940's and 1950's some swimmers drowned whilst swimming at Linton-on-Ouse.
The hot summers at that time always attracted many people from the R.A.F., station to take a 
dip into the unknown water near the weir.

Barry Dawson, formerly of High Moor lane was badly injured when his arm became trapped 
in a farming accident some years ago.

There has been 5 suicides in or around Newton-on-Ouse involving local people.

After WW2 when the motor car became desirable to many and affordable, most accidents 
involved the car.
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In the mid 1970's Linda Cornwell (Newton-on-Ouse) was hit by a car when she ran across the 
road,  from the bus stop at  8.00.am.,  to  a  car  which was waiting  in Back Lane,  for  the 
purpose of picking her up for a lift into York.  The bus had arrived at the bus stop at the  
same time as she had tried to dash across the road, when a car was overtaking the stationery
bus.  I was waiting with her at the time and immediately rushed over to assist her, she was  
fitting after being hit.  I carried her into Mrs Barton's house, the nearest one available and 
restrained her until she was calmed.  She was a very lucky girl to survive with her life intact.

On 27th June 1978, Mark Lister (Linton-on-Ouse) was killed in a car accident.  He was just 
17 years old.

In 1976 a young Bobbie Mimms was knocked off his bicycle, by a car speeding through the 
village  main street  after  Bobbie  came from behind an ice  cream van.   Derek Jenkinson 
carried him from the roadway to safety.  It could easily have been fatal.

In June 1983, just days before they were due to be married, Maxine Charlton (Newton-on-
Ouse) and Nicholas Wilson (Acomb York), were involved in a road accident which put them 
both  in  hospital.   They  were  determined  to  make  it  to  the  Church  at  Newton-on-Ouse. 
Maxine was in a wheelchair and Nicholas had his right arm in a sling.  When they both 
arrived on time at All Saint's Church – everyone breathed a sigh of  relief when they came 
down the aisle together

A few years ago a 14 year old teenager was lucky to survive after a collision between the pony 
she was riding and a heavy goods vehicle on High Moor Lane east of Newton-on-Ouse.  The 
pony  had  a  leg  shattered  and  the  lower  part  almost  severed  and  had  to  be  destroyed 
immediately.  The teenager was accompanied by the owner, Andrea Hopkins, who was riding 
her own horse at the time.  “It's amazing the child was not killed” said Mrs Hopkins.  The 14 
year old escaped unharmed, but fainted at the side of the road due to shock and upset.  A 
reminder to road users especially in rural areas, to be more vigilant for animals and alert to 
the unexpected country roads.

Amanda Norris of Newton-on-Ouse, my niece was married to Martin Birkinshaw of Huby, on 
Newton-on-Ouse Village  Feast day on 18th June 1988.  They arrived at Newton Church by 
horse and trap.  They lived in Newton-on-Ouse for a couple of years before moving to Sutton-
on-Forest with their daughter Laura aged 2 years.  Martin was a motor cycle fanatic and on 
the 31st July 1991, at the age of 28 years, he died as a result of an accident whilst training in 
Northern Ireland  for the Isle of Man T.T., races.  A tragedy leaving a young wife and child  
behind.  Amanda had lost her mother to an unexpected death only a few years previously. 
On 19th September 1992 the following year, Robin Birkinshaw, Martin's younger brother was 
killed in a car crash on Wigginton Road, at the age of 27 years.  A double tragedy involving 
two young men, both recently married, with young children, from the same family all with 
local connections.
On the 5th October 2008, Laura now 19 years old will be going up to Cambridge University 
(Newnham College)  to  study  law,  after  previous  education  at  Easingwold  Comprehensive 
School -former head girl – a former badminton star.

In November 1988, Michael Webster,  who was engaged to Jean Johnson of Newton,  was 
killed on the A19 north of Selby, in a motor cycle accident aged 34 years.

Andrew Hogg (Newton) and Maureen Milner (Linton) both suffered serious injuries in separate 
motoring accidents in the locality.

A young woman from Linton was badly burned when her car crashed on Moor Lane and 
burst into flames not very long ago.
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Tuesday 14th December 1993 Yorkshire Evening Press front page headlines “Raging Pig Put 
Pair In Hospital”.
Two farm workers were charged by a 15 stone sow as they were repairing her hut.  Steve 
Rawlings aged 20,  Newton-on-Ouse, and Darren Pearson were drilling into a pig shelter at 
Mill House Farm, Linton-on-Ouse, when the pig decided she had had enough and charged.
Both men were taken to York District Hospital with suspected fractures, bruising and shock. 
Mr. Rawlings was kept in overnight.

----0----

Our Own Guardian Angels

In August 1977 a party of tourists travelled from Ripon to York by narrow-boat via the river 
Ouse. Approaching the falls, at Newton-on-Ouse, the south end of Cherry Tree Avenue, the 
boat hit a sandbank which threw a Mr. R. Neil, a barrister from Birmingham, into the river, 
from his position where he was sitting on the side of the boat with his legs dangling in the 
water.  He disappeared under the water.
His wife shouted to two anglers, who were fishing on the bankside and were from Castleford.
Both immediately entered the water, fully clothed, in an attempt to find the missing man and 
rescue him.
Unfortunately it was all in vain, and it was assumed that Mr. Neil drowned.  The party of  
tourists along with the missing man and two drenched anglers, went to the nearest property,  
which was the bungalow owned by Mr & Mrs Brian Dukes.  Mrs Dukes was alone at the time 
and without hesitation looked after and cared for them and contacted the police.  The body of  
Mr. Neil was found by police divers the following day.  The family of the missing man were 
attended to after the incident and during the period when the inquest was held.  I would add 
that the Atkinson's at the Vicarage also helped by giving their assistance.  The friendship 
between the three families remains after 31 years.

In July 1987, 50 people were dining in the restaurant at Beningbrough Hall when Miss M.  
McAllister, from Cottingham near Hull, collapsed unconscious.  She was a lady in her mid 
sixties.   Morgan  Thompson,  of  Grey  Garth,  Newton-on-Ouse,  a  16  year  old  pupil  at 
Easingwold Comprehensive School, working during the school holidays as a waiter, handled 
the situation with extreme calm, whilst the 50 diners carried on with their lunch.
He  quickly  treated  the  lady  by  giving  her  mouth  to  mouth  resuscitation  and  kept  her 
breathing until an ambulance arrived.  The lady was kept in York Hospital overnight, for 
observation before being discharged the following day.
Mr. David Hall, Administrator at Beningborough Hall said “He was the only one who did not 
hesitate in front of 50 adults.  Morgan's actions were a credit to himself and his family and 
all who helped give him the character and training to go to the women's aid. They are also a 
lesson to the rest of us that you do not have to stand around helplessly when others need 
help” (The quote was from The Yorkshire Evening Press report on the incident)

----0----

Beningborough Hall has always welcomed the local people to special events or when request 
have been made.

In 1962 when I was leader of the Newton-on-Ouse Youth Club, I was invited to join up with 
the Shipton-by-Beningbrough Youth Club at a special Christmas party.
Some 20 boys and girls from our youth club joined a similar number from Shipton. It was 
arranged for a bus to take us all, and return us home after the event.
We had a fabulous time having use of the first floor large hall, and I took along my tape 
recorder to play music, which we danced to and played some competitive games linked with 
the festive spirit.  Food was generously provided for us.
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On 15th  December  1976  another  Christmas  party  was  held  to  hep  raise  funds  for  the 
Newton-on-Ouse village green's Queen's Silver Jubilee Committee.  We charged a fee of £1 
and the event took place  in the large entrance hall.   I  took my music  and records and 
dancing was arranged for us all to participate in.  Punch and mince pies were provided and a 
good time was had by all.

It is worth mentioning, that during the period 1917 – 1958 Lady Chesterfield annually invited 
the Boy Scouts form York to make camp on the Estate during the summer holidays.  They  
would travel  by boat “River King” steamer -  via the river Ouse and occupied their  camp 
adjacent to the hall.
Thomas Lund,  his  son Thomas and his  grandson were  respected,  relatively  wealthy  and 
public spirited citizens of the community.  In  1781 a Thomas Lund bequeathed a substantial 
sum of money, the income of which is to this day employed in the relief of the poor of the 
ecclesiastical  parish under “The United Charities of Thomas  Lund and Others”. A Thomas 
Lund was churchwarden in 1743,  1770,  and 1781 and left  an estate  valued at  £600,  a 
considerable sum in those days.
As previously mentioned, in 1967 distribution of two bags of coal to senior citizens and the 
sick, was made at Christmas time, paid for by the Thomas Lund Charity.  At the present time 
the Newton-on-Ouse Parish Council is endeavouring to obtain the balance of the fund and 
put it to good use.

In 1960 Don Revie, the famous former Leeds United and England football manager visited 
Easingwold comprehensive school to present prizes for their sports day.

Don Revie

In 1968, Sir Clive Woodward, former lions coach and England's Rugby Union Cup winning 
coach in 2003, was a pupil at Easingwold comprehensive school.  During this time his father 
was stationed at R.A.F. Linton-on-Ouse under going naval air training.

Throughout the latter part of the 20th century, Princess Anne has visited Sandfield Farm, off 
High Moor lane, in her capacity as President of “The Riding for the Disabled Charity”.
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A  local  girl,  Lynne  Dawson,  opera  singer  –  soprano  –  had  the  honour  of  singing  in 
Westminster Abbey at the funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales on the 6th September 1997. 
Her parents still reside in the Newton-on-Ouse area.  In 2001 Lynne became President of the 
North Yorkshire Music Therapy Centre. It uses the power of music for healing.

Lynne Dawson

Lynne has sung at many promenade concerts at the Royal Albert Hall, and appeared in many 
famous opera houses throughout the world. She is a former pupil of Linton-on-Ouse and 
Easingwold schools.

A Newton boy, Robert (Bobbie) Mimms, became a famous football goal keeper.  Graduating 
via local youth football played at Newton-on-Ouse on Sunday mornings in the 1970's.  He 
played for England's under 21 team and played in the cup final of 1986 for Everton against 
(arch rivals) Liverpool at Wembley stadium.  Unfortunately Everton lost 3-1 but Newton-on-
Ouse will never forget that day!  Bobbie made arrangements for more than 30 football fans 
from Newton-on-Ouse to attend the game in London, by special coach – the game was played 
on 10th May 1986.  Bobbie began his professional football with Rotherham United and had 
spells at many other clubs, Tottenham Hotspurs, Blackburn Rovers, Crystal palace, Preston 
North End and York City among others.

Bobbie Mimms

After finishing his playing career, he held coaching posts with Wolverhampton Wanderers 
and  other  clubs.   He  is  at  present  back  at  Blackburn  Rovers  in  a  coaching  capacity. 
Presently, Bobbie's son Josh, age 19 years is on the books of York City, as a goal keeper, 
after   a spell at Rotherham United.
Bobbie's late father,  Bernard was a pre war goal keeper and played for Brentford in the 
1940's. Bobbies Mum, Pat who still lives in Newton, was a former East Yorkshire high jump 
champion.  Bobbie was a former pupil of Newton-on-Ouse and Easingwold schools.
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In 2000, pioneering Clive Blacker (Newton-on-Ouse) was named North East's  Young Farmer 
of the Year by the National Farmer's Union in it's President's Awards 2000.  Clive still lives at 
Newton-on-Ouse  and  introduced  a  satellite  mapping  system  into  their  agricultural 
contracting business which boosts food production.  Clive's father, Michael was Chairman of 
the National farmer's Union (N.F.U.) Sugar Board, and was a leading member of the Village 
Feast Committee and former Councillor.  Sadly he died in 2007, at the age of 65 years... a 
great friend to all.

The famous Durham Ox public house Crayke, near Easingwold, owned by Michael and Sasha 
Ibbotson  (wife),  both  of  Newton-on-Ouse  since  199  will  proudly  display  a  brass  plaque 
declaring it the U.K. Free House of the Year 2008, in the annual publican awards.  It was 
also named A.A. Pub of the year in 2007/8.

Marc Rice a 22 year old Newton-on-Ouse lad has received the famed Arnold Palmer trophy, 
awarded to the student who seizes the distinction of being the top colleges player in the 
United States of America where he is a student. This prestigious award has previously been 
scooped by Tiger Woods and Nickelson.

In 1969, pig breeder and butcher, Mr Frank Shepherd of Newton-on-Ouse won his first major 
award in the Great Yorkshire Show, with his one year old large white boar “Newton House 
Champion Boy”. First in its class.  It was also judged male champion boar of the show.

In 1989, James Dean, Newton, aged 20 years, was chosen as best all round student on the 
general  submarine  training  course  at  Gosport's  Naval  base  and  was  presented  with  his 
certificate  by  Commander  Bill  Organ.  James  formerly  attended  Newton-on-Ouse  primary 
school and Easingwold comprehensive school.

In 2005, Dr. Paul Hildreth, of Newton-on-Ouse, along with two colleagues devised a rock-it-
ball, a game of throw and catch. Over the past 3 years the game has been claimed and played 
throughout the world.

In  1995,  the  playing  field's  children's  play  area  was  upgraded,  with  modern  and  safe 
equipment  being  provided.   A  district  council  grant  of  £9,000  enabled  a  new  timber 
adventure playground to be installed.
It was hugely popular and very well used, unfortunately it became unsafe.  The very pleasant 
current  play  area dates  from 2001,  after  receiving a grant  of  £37,000 from the National 
Lottery Fund.  It was officially opened on 24th September 2001, with events which included, 
sports,  hog  roast  and  brass  band  etc.  Lynne  Dawson  kindly  officiated  at  the  opening 
ceremony.  It is worth remembering that the Playing Field Committee was instituted 50 years 
ago and has served the village well! The field and in particular the pavilion has been updated 
many times over the years, but until 1975, never officially opened.

Mr. R. B. Strachen, MA LLB., on the 19th July 1975, at a ceremony on the field, performed 
the opening of the new brick built  pavilion. A clock was added in 1978 (provided by the 
Queen's Jubilee Committee) the pavilion was dedicated to Mr. Donald Bainbridge, who died 
on the 16th November 1972 at the age of 46 years, leaving a widow and three sons, (his wife  
Emma dying in 1976.)  On Don's death, I set up a fund in tribute to the work he had done,  
without remuneration, for the village football club, and more especially for the Playing Field 
Committee.  £359.20 was raised and with the community voluntary labour, Don's greatest 
wish  for  a  proper  pavilion  was  realised.   Don's  second  son  Malcolm  is  the  present 
groundsman, following in his father's footsteps.  Newton-on-Ouse should be very proud of the 
achievements of Don and Malcolm Bainbridge.  Malcolm  played football and was on the 
books  of  York  City,  his  brother  Peter  also  played  football  and  was  on  the  books  of 
Middlesbrough Football Club. David the elder brother is a builder.
The Playing Field covers an area of 4.123 acres. (Conveyance dated 3 rd May 1961. Ordnance 
Survey Map 1909)
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A Time To Reminisce
In the 1920's and 1930's Mrs E. Ward, my wife's mother, had a fish and chip shop where 
she lived at Linden Lea ,Tollerton Road.

In the 1970's, Mr D. Bainbridge also had a fish and chip shop in the village, adjacent to 
the Dawnay Arms.  He also provided this service to the playing field on sports days.

Currently a fish and chip van visits the village on Thursday evenings.

At the current time there is a milliner providing a service from behind the village farm 
premises.

There are at the moment many other residents in the village providing services, for which 
we are grateful. Builders, joiners, plumbers, electricians, teachers, cleaners, painters etc.
Visiting  tradesmen include  ,  Ringtons  Tea,  Milk,  Butter,  Cream delivery,  heating  oil 
suppliers,  mobile  library,  Avon  lady.  Hairdressing  and  a  local  farm  shop  exists  at 
Beningborough Hall.

There  is  a  local  garage  which  sells  second-hand  vehicles,  with  a  large  showroom, 
unfortunately it  does not sell  petrol  or diesel  fuel  oil,  but it  does provide repair and 
maintenance  facilities and arranges M.O.T., and breakdown services.  In the past the 
village has had 2 service stations which sold fuel. 

We also had our very own road man who kept the village clean and tidy, especially the 
grass verges. The autumn leaves were always collected and disposed of.

We also had a village policeman who was accommodated in the Parish Hall flat.

In  the  past  many  hawkers  visited  the  village,  supplying  meat,  fish,  bread,  cakes, 
vegetables, coal and coke. Window cleaners, knife and scissor sharpeners, butchers van 
etc. One could always obtain milk from local farmers.  The village had a Post office – two 
or more shops, blacksmiths, and a newsagent.  Bread supplies were delivered by the 
shop keeper on bicycle daily. A small garden centre was opened by Mr & Mrs Dukes.

Currently there are two well established public houses, with dining facilities, which cater 
for every taste. (at one time the village had 5 public houses/inns.)

The parish Hall is central to the village – it is used to be the old Victorian school.  It is a 
great  place  and it  is  used  by  many local  groups  in  the  village,  for  arts  and crafts,  
meetings, games, functions etc., and has a smaller room available for hire.  The village 
hall has a modern kitchen which enables food to be prepared and kept warm.  Medical 
teams provide annual flu jabs. Exhibitions are held throughout the year.

Whist Drives and Bingo evenings were always very well attended over the years.  War-
time dances were popular.  Carpet bowls were held.  The youth club made great use of 
the hall.  The Newton-on-Ouse Women's Institute  hold there monthly meetings in the 
hall.

The hall is very well cared for and has a resident caretaker.
The hall is under the jurisdiction of the Parish Hall Committee.
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The Future

Newton-on-Ouse is a lovely village, but where are the shops?

There is no Post Office, We used to have one. Linton-on-Ouse has none.

The milk-man only delivers three times a week!

The post-man only delivers once a day.  It used to be morning and afternoon. There is no 
collection of mail on Sunday now.

The bus service is less than half frequent now, than it used to be.

Linton-on-Ouse and Newton-on-Ouse used to have a policeman each.

We do not now have a road-man.

What was once called Peter Lane is now known as Sills Lane.

Newton-on-Ouse does not have a football team.
Newton-on-Ouse does not have a cricket team.

1. There is no Youth Club.
2. We used to have prescriptions delivered to the village pre-war, we now have to make 

two journeys – once to take the requirement request form, and agin two days later to 
pick up tablets or medicines.  Providing they have not run out of supplies.  In which 
case a further visit is necessary.

3. The Village School closed when only 7 children remained – is there a need for it to be 
re-opened now that there are more youngsters in the village.

4. After many discussions regarding car parking, over many years, when is something 
going to be done to alleviate the problems.

5. When are we going to get a proper bus stop, or bus stops, clearly marked with covered 
seated shelters?

6. When is the roadway through the village, especially Main Street, to be reconstructed, 
and re-surfaced to obviate flooded areas – this also applies to footpaths?

7. When is the village lighting to be improved, especially down Cherry tree Avenue?
8. When are the Cherry trees to be lopped, they are well overgrown?
9. Tollerton have got their affordable  housing, when are we to have ours?
10.The village plan should address all these questions by setting dates to be met?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Some Answers

1. The Youth (13-19 years) of the village may attend facilities at the R.A.F., station at Linton-on-
Ouse from 2011. On certain day/night times. Thursdays 7-9pm.

2. At my request arrangements were announced to invite the people to deliver their  
prescriptions to the Clerk of the Council who would arrange for delivery. Unfortunately no  
one applied. 2010/2011

3. A proper bus shelter with seating was erected outside the Parish hall.  Two markings and  
bus stop signs have been erected at both ends of York Road.  2010.

4. The affordable housing at George Crescent was completed in 2010.  12 houses constructed.
5. The Allotments scheme came to fruition in 2011. 20 plots marked out and 4 plots shared.  24  

gardeners are now working the plots  

The opinions and notes expressed in this history are the sole property and copyright of Mr. W.H.A. Cooper.
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Some Parish Council Minutes from 1894 - 1987 Newton-on-Ouse

1894.   The first Parish Council Meeting took place,

1899.    The lopping of the cherry trees in the village.

1909.    Postal Arrangements – Delivery/Receiving – Sunday Deliveries.

1921.    Electricity brought to the village.

1932.    Provision of a village notice board.

1947.    The letting of 4 council houses.

1949.    The letting of a further 8 council houses.

1950.   North Riding County Council letter sating Lady Chesterfield is the rightful owner of
            the cherry trees in the avenue.

1950.    The return bus fare from Newton to York is 1s 9d.

1951.    The last time the village feast was held on the village green.
              It was resurrected in 1979.

1954.   The last time the village schoolchildren played organised games on the village green.

1956.   The letting of 2 more council houses. Adjacent to the garage.

1962.   The youth club members lopped/pruned the cherry trees.

1963.   Bus stops – signs – shelters discussed. Street lighting discussed.

1964.  Car parking in Back lane.

1965.  Women's Institute gift of 3 lime trees to the village green.  Village green ownership
           passed to Parish Council after 5 years of argument.

1965/66.  Mr. Ledger's building development in Back lane.

1966.  Village green trackway abolished and sown with grass seed.

1967. North Eastern electricity board to erect substation in Sills lane. Thomas Lund Charity
          distribution of two bags of coal to old age pensioners and sick at Christmas.

1969. Mr. Donald Bainbridge superseded Stanley Price as chairman of the playing field  
          committee.
          The last village road man retired – no one ever replaced him. 
          The first bus shelter installed against the Parish Hall.
          The first village lighting being installed – 9 lights – paid for by voluntary donations
          and fund raising events. 

1970. Daffodils to be planted on village green.

1979.  The village feast resurrected. 

1987.   Gas brought to the village.

2002.    The last feast held.

2007.    The whole of the Parish Council resigned en bloc, followed later by the Clerk to the
             Council.  

2008     The Village Plan Committee was set up. 
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