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Welcome to the Spring edition of Newton 
Matters; for the first time for a while there 
is a sense of optimism in the air. The sand 
martins are refurbishing their nests in the 
riverbank, hedgehogs are sniffling about in 
the gardens and adders are basking in the 
warm sunshine on Strensall Common. The 
village is looking lovely now, and my thanks 
to those who have scrubbed up the signposts, 
tidied up the phone box and given the Parish 
Hall some tender loving care, ready for 

re-opening. The wooden play equipment 
on the Playing Field has been restored, 
the pub gardens are open, and the vaccine 
programme seems to be rolling along 
smoothly. Phew...
Parish Council business continues, albeit 
largely via zoom and email, and we 
have welcomed John Jenkinson to the 
Council. The issue of car parking remains 
high on our agenda and we have escalated 
the matter to our County Councillor for 

advice. Parking has been one of those issues 
that has featured in local social media, but 
please note that the Parish Council cannot 
act solely on issues raised on Facebook. 
If you have issues that you wish to raise 
with us then please do so directly, either to 
Karen or any of your Parish Councillors, 
and please also note that we cannot respond 
to anonymous correspondence or phone 
messages. More about this important issue in 
this edition of Newton Matters.
Best wishes and stay safe 

Tim Key 

Chairman’s WelCome

We welcome John Jenkinson who became 
our newest Parish Councillor last month. 
John moved to Newton-on-Ouse three years 
ago with his wife Joanita, and children, 
Samuel, Niamh and Olivia. John has a 
passion for WW2 and can often be seen in 
full uniform driving his 1944 jeep. Over 
lockdown, John has volunteered much time 
to the church, and whilst taking care of the 
churchyard he conducted a survey of all the 
memorials. Being a qualified stonemason, 
he undertook the repair of a number of 
unsafe and damaged stones. Since joining 
the Parish Council, he has also undertaken 
renovation work in his desire to give 
something back to this beautiful village and 
its welcoming community. 

Welcome

If you would like to bring any community 
matters to the attention of the Parish 
Council, you should contact either the 
Clerk or any of the Councillors. The Parish 
Council is aware of some recent issues that 
have been highlighted on social media, but 
unless we are contacted directly, we cannot 
act. If a satisfactory answer cannot be given 
immediately the issue may be placed on the 
agenda for the attention of the full Council. 
Feel free to chat to us when you see us out 
and about, but our contact details are at the 

Lines of communication end of this newsletter and also available 
at newtononouse.org.
Councillors will be notified of all 
correspondence, but the sender will not 
be named in a meeting or recorded on 
the minutes unless requested. Please do, 
however, include your name and contact 
details, as we cannot action or respond to 
anonymous correspondence. We will only 
open emails if they contain a subject and 
if the text is in the main body – anything 
else is likely to fall victim to spam filters 
or anti-virus precautions! Similarly, 
attachments will only be opened if the 
recipient is aware of the subject.

Good news! We have received confirmation 
from the Highways Department at North 
Yorks County Council that Back Lane is 
scheduled to be repaired from the junction 
at Moor Lane to Beningbrough Lodge. The 
work is out to tender at present, so we hope 
to get a start date soon. Also, the misleading 
road marking around the village green is 
to be renewed which hopefully will put an 
end to the confusion experienced by many 
drivers.

Roadworks………..soon!  The street name signs are not the 
responsibility of Highways, but you may 
have noticed that some road signs around the 
village have had a face lift! The Councillors 
have put on their rubber gloves and gone 
out with buckets and soapy water to give 
them a much needed spring clean. This 
is in response to several understandable 
complaints about the overall state of the 
village. Also, thanks to Sue Chadwick, the 
planters have been renewed and replaced 
to brighten up the entry to village. It 
subsequently became evident that it would 
be good to have a team of volunteers to help 
with all the jobs that crop up, and to keep our 
village neat and tidy. If you could give up 
a little time to undertake small maintenance 
tasks, water the planters at each end of 
the village (thank you to Gavin Scott who 
already waters the one down Back Lane), or 
adopt a street sign and keep it clean, please 
let Karen, or any councilor, know. We live in 
a beautiful village, so please will you help us 
to keep that way.
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It’s so wonderful to see springtime all around 
us lifting our spirits as we come through the 
Covid restrictions, gradually seeing local 
businesses opening up and welcoming friends 
and relatives into our gardens, making us feel 
a little more normal.
Covid has sadly delayed the re-opening of 
All Saints as some heating parts have been 
in short supply and we are at the mercy of 
contractors to complete the plasterwork now 
the old heating pipes have been removed. We 
anticipate that by the Summer all will be in 
place and we can return to our usual pattern 
of services. We have continued to maintain 
the graveyard with thanks to our volunteers 
John Jenkinson and Trevor Ward for their 
sterling efforts. We have just received the 
beautifully crafted Remembrance Book 
Cabinet with thanks to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund for providing much of the funding. 
The Book itself is with a calligrapher who 
is currently adding the entries requested via 
the church website. We can add to this at any 

time so if you wish to remember a loved one 
in this way do get in touch. 

All Saints had a visit from National Churches 
Trust on 21st April to inspect the new roof 
as they contributed a Grant towards this. We 
hope some of you saw the amazing video of 
the roof courtesy of Dale Mumford. NCT 
were impressed with all the restoration 
activity we have achieved (including the 
unexpected woodworm requiring some 
replacement flooring, with thanks to Lloyd 
Caldeira for staining it) and recognised our 
efforts despite Covid to maintain some degree 
of momentum. One of their representatives 

has a keen interest in our stained-glass 
windows and is including them in part of 
her research.  It’s wonderful to know others 
appreciate the historic value of our local 
church and through your continued support 
we will maintain our church for future 
generations. As many of you will know Rev 
Malcolm Wainwright is retiring in May and a 
parting gift will be presented to him to thank 
him for his significant contribution to the life 
of this community on 15th May at a benefice 
service in Shipton. There will be a period of 
interregnum until a replacement is found but 
we will keep you informed. In the meantime, 
we continue to have services virtually via our 
Facebook page with Rev Catherine and Rev 
Taff so please feel free to join us each Sunday 
at 10am. 

Church Matters

The Parish Council is 
keen to introduce a 
scheme to welcome 
newcomers to the parish 

by delivering a ‘welcome to 
your new home’ card, with details 
of parish councillors, the village 
website and email distribution. 

Please can you let Karen aware 
of anyone moving in near to you. Also, 
if you would like to be included on the 
email distribution list, please inform 
Karen on karenmorrispc@hotmail.co.uk 
so that you can receive news of the 
important matters that affect you.

Welcome to your New Home

We would like to record our thanks to 
Fiona Laycock for her huge contribution 
to the Parish Council. She became a 
councillor back in 2012 and soon became 
a major contributor to the decision-
making process. Special mention must 
be made of her diligent monitoring of all 
traffic incidents at Brick Yards junction 
which she logged and reported to the 
police in the Parish Council’s campaign 
to create a safer junction and prevent the 
frequent accidents at that location. We 
wish Fiona, and her family, good luck 
and every happiness in their new home.

Farewell and Thank You

At our last report we had just plunged into 
the third lockdown and the short dark days 
of January. Thankfully, we are now saying 
goodbye to winter and hopefully lockdown 
too.
The playing fields are already back in action 
and the teams are playing more frequently 
to catch up on the back log of matches. The 
Parish Hall are looking at the opportunities 
for re-opening soon with Wild Willy Barrett 
already booked to play later in the year.
The merger process has moved on with the 
Charity Commissioners being informed. 

Playing Field and Parish Hall News

The two committees have begun the 
formalities of working together and the 
merger subcommittee are working on the 
new constitution - a plain English and 
relevant version that will allow us to fulfil 
the common aims and objectives. Now 
is the perfect time for anyone wanting 
to be part of this, and influence the new 
association, to contact: 
Jen Feltham - chair Parish Hall – 
jenfeltham@gmail.com phone 848442, or
Steve Calvert - chair Playing Fields – 
steveandcas@outlook.com phone 848452

Some of you know that, when I am not 
at the allotment, I work at Brunswick 
Organic Nursery. Brunswick is a 
workplace for people with learning 
difficulties. We grow fruit and vegetables 
and supply some restaurants in York. We 
also run a craft workshop and a small 
shop. We grow bedding and perennial 
plants as well as edible organic plants 
for sale. There’s a warmth and care for 
each other which makes the collection 
of growers and artists, volunteers and 
workers into a real community. Not many 
Newtonians venture south of the city, but 
it would be lovely to see you down there! 

Kate Wilkinson – gardener extraordinaire

Brunswick Organic Nursery, Appleton 
Road, Bishopthorpe, YO23 2RF
https://www.brunswickyork.org.uk
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