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Welcome to the Summer edition of the Parish 
Council newsletter.  Let me begin with two 
congratulations, both for the same person. First, 
I was delighted to see that Karen Morris was 
successfully nominated as a ‘Hambleton Hero’ 
for her support to our village during the Covid 
pandemic; she has a lovely pin badge with 
‘Hambleton hero’ on it.  Secondly, Karen was 
named in the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours list 
as receiving 

 
a Commendation from the RAF Air Officer 
commanding Number 22 Group. Well done and 
thank you, Karen.
Changing the subject, you will see in this 
newsletter a note from resident Stuart Kenny 
about the future of internet broadband in the 
village, and my thanks to Stuart for raising this 
important matter.  I know Stuart has concerns 
about the long-term future of broadband in the 
village (copper cables don’t last for ever), but  

 
I understand that funding has been released for 
this area and Openreach have announced plans to 
include Newton in the rollout of a new fast and 
reliable service.
Finally, and long overdue, let me record my 
grateful thanks to Glenda Turnbull (and Inc Dot) 
for putting together Newton Matters.  I trust 
everyone reads it and appreciates the professional 
layout and coverage of local matters. 

 
Tim Key

Chairman’s WelCome

Defibrillator:  
As everyone should be aware, the village 
defibrillator is mounted on the outer wall of the 
Parish Hall, to the right of the main entrance. If 
you are ever in an emergency situation which 
requires its use, call 999 as instructed on the 
defib’s outer case. You will be given a code 
and talked through what to do. The emergency 
response team will remain on the line, and 
in conjunction with this they will contact a 
paramedic to attend the scene. This procedure 
ensures that the defibrillator is safe to use on the 
casualty and the user has the guidance and support 
of a professional medic. 

FREE Cycling Courses:  
Newton-on-Ouse has received funding from the 
AJ1 Road Safety Fund to organise FREE cycling 
courses for village residents or for anyone who 
cycles regularly on the surrounding roads. There 
are a variety of different courses available for 
both children and adults, from absolute beginner 

Parish Council Notices to advanced, which can cover road safety, bike 
first aid, or cycle maintenance. If you would be 
interested in taking part in any of these courses, 
or if you have any questions, please send an 
initial expression of interest to Karen Morris 
(karenmorrispc@hotmail.co.uk).

Fibre Optic Internet:  
Openreach have recently announced that they will 
be bringing ‘Full Fibre’ internet to Newton and 
Linton villages as part of the Broadband Delivery 
UK programme. This will mean that a fibre-optic 
connection will be available to any homes wishing 
to upgrade to a faster, and more reliable internet 
connection. We’re currently scheduled for either 
Phase 21 or 22 roll-out, which means availability 
sometime between April 2025 and December 
2026. Residents who are interested are encouraged 
to register on the Openreach website -  you will 
receive updates, and a strong expression of interest 
from the village could secure an earlier installation 
date.   https://bit.ly/3yndvyz – sorry it’s rather 
tricky, but it will take you to the Openreach site. 

Hedges:  
We are all very lucky to live in a beautiful village 
where we have gardens, and in many cases, 
hedges. This is great for the birds and wildlife in 
general, but this year, more than ever, the weather 
has been responsible for a sudden growth surge 
over the last few weeks. Now that most birds have 
fledged, if your hedge runs alongside the footpath, 
please check it to ensure that the new growth is 
not overhanging the path and causing a problem 
for pedestrians. Thank you 

Parking: 
An urgent message about parking on Moor Lane. 
If you park your car on Moor Lane, please be 
sure to keep the bus stop areas clear between 7.00 
am and 7.00pm. The school buses are finding 
it difficult to pick up schoolchildren safely, 
especially in the mornings, because of cars parked 
by the bus stops. The Parish Council has asked 
NYCC to repaint the yellow road markings to 
make the bus stopping areas clearer.

Our Local Hero

Our heartiest congratulations to Karen 
Morris who has been named as a 
Hambleton Hero by the District Council. 
In addition to being an outstanding Parish 
Clerk, she has contributed massively to 
the wellbeing of our residents over this 
last difficult year and is fully deserving of 
her award. The letter she received from 
the Leader of Hambleton DC says it all. 
“On behalf of Hambleton District Council, 
I would personally like to thank you for 
your wonderful contribution and for the 
dedication shown by you in supporting 
others. Over recent times the need for the 
community to pull together and support 
each other has never been more important 
and it is heart-warming to hear what you 
and other members of the community have 
been doing to help this.”
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Playing Field and  
Parish Hall News

This Channel 4 programme has recently had 
an episode filmed at Beningbrough Hall and 
John Jenkinson was invited for a tour of the 
archaeology by the producer of the series. 
Here are his observations of the occasion:
They’ve dug a number of trenches in search of 
two goals:
The first is to ascertain if a painting of the hall 
showing buildings projecting from the corners 
on the north side was accurate or just a flight of 
fancy. 
They opened up two trenches, the first revealed 
the existence of a back-filled pond. The infill 
dated from the late 18th or early 19th century. The 
second trench revealed a robbed-out wall on the 
alignment of the buildings in the painting, but it 
seems that the robbed-out wall would not have 
been substantial enough to support a building and 
was likely to have been a garden feature. 
The second goal was to ascertain if a formal 
Italianate Garden ever existed to the south of 
the hall. Two large trenches revealed substantial 
garden walls most likely associated with a formal 
garden, one of which was almost certainly 
evidence of a sunken garden. Contemporary 
paintings showed a long canal-type feature and 

The Great British Dig comes to Beningbrough

detailed scanning showed a buried depression 
in the ground consistent with such a feature. 
Core samples taken from the alignment of the 
canal-type feature showed that a water course 
had existed on that alignment. Attempts to tie 
the feature in with either the present house or 
the manorial site that preceded it have so far 
been inconclusive. 
Large amounts of pottery have been excavated, 
most of which is contemporary with the 
current building. Some medieval pottery was 
also unearthed as well as disarticulated horse 
bones. The programme is due to air spring 
2022.  
Following on from his experience, John, 
together with Sue Chadwick have decided 
they would like to start a village archaeology 
collection pot. They would like folks to bring 
any finds, pottery etc, from their gardens 
or around the village, to one of them and 
they will in turn get them appraised by York 
Archaeological Trust. This may be the perfect 
way to get our children interested in the local 
history.

Summer is upon us, and we are delighted to 
announce that All Saints Church will be open 
again for services from 25th July. It has been a 
long hard journey with all the renovations and 
with only a small amount of paintwork to be 
completed in August once the plasterwork has 
dried out.   But we hope you will agree that 
all our effort, with the help of grants and some 
amazing local fundraising, has made a fantastic 
difference to the fabric of the church and we 
look forward to sharing it with you.  With the 
new heating system finally installed after all 
the Covid delays we will be better prepared 
for the seasonal changes ahead and with new 
carpets in place we hope it will add a touch of 
warmth and colour to brighten everyone’s day.  
We are incredibly grateful as always to our 
volunteers who work so hard to maintain the 
graveyard and we celebrated their contribution 
during the recent National Volunteers week.  
We recognise that some of you will wish to 
continue to have access to online services 
despite the church being open and to this end 
we have installed Wi-Fi in the church so we 
can either live stream or record services in 
future.  We will post details in the Church 
Newsletter and on our website and Facebook 
Page to keep you informed.  As the Covid 
restrictions are lifted we hope to be able to 
sing again as part of our services and hope you 
will join with us in celebrating the reopening 
and gradually being able to return to some kind 
of normality.  We wish everyone a happy and 
healthy Summer.  

Church Matters

Good News! 
Events are returning to the Playing Field 
and Parish Hall. Football will be returning 
in August as the new season beckons and 
we have three teams to entertain us over the 
weekends: Rawcliffe Under 19’s, the LNER 
team and the Dringhouses U 11’s. Our pitch 
is a credit to the village, and the facility as a 
whole provides a trim trail and play area for 
little ones. Please use it. If you want to plan 
a personal event on the Playing Field, then 
please contact Steve Calvert to check it doesn’t 
clash with planned games/events. Phone 
848452, or e-mail: steveandcas@outlook.com 
In the Parish Hall all our favourite events are 
starting up again: Coffee and Chat, Keep Fit, 
Line Dancing, Vintage Tea, Ladies Fashion 
Night and a musical evening with Wild Willy 
Barret amongst others. A leaflet will be coming 
around soon with all the dates and times of 
forthcoming events which we hope you will 
support. We welcome any offers of help, so 
if you would like to become involved, or you 
have new ideas that you think would be of 
interest and that you would like to organise, 
please contact Glenda Turnbull on 848423, or 
email: johnandglenda@hotmail.co.uk

Thursday 23 September  
at 7.30pm: Parish Council  
Meeting in the Parish Hall

Newton-on-Ouse 
Allotments Association 
Sale of Produce Stall

Following on from last year’s very 
successful sale of produce, the stall 
once again was proudly sighted on 
the corner of Bravener Court selling 
freshly harvested fruit and vegetables 
from the allotments. A grand total of 
£102.00 was raised for the allotment 
association funds. Well done everyone.

Welcome to Newton

Dates for your Diary

On 20 July, four cyclists from of RAF 
Leeming, with their back up crew, visited 
the Cairn on Back Lane to lay a wreath 
at the memorial. They are completing a 
memorial run of the ‘Way of the Roses’ 
coast to coast cycle route, covering 170 
miles from Morecambe to Bridlington. 
Pictured are Steven Hutchinson, Sam 
Middleton, Graham Park-Hill, Christopher 
Marr, Gary Powel and Nathan O’Neill. 
Good luck chaps, have a safe journey, and 
thank you for visiting.


